
Committee to Review Shields Class Rules Section VI 2.4 - 2.5 

There are two basic questions that are the part of the review of Shields Class Rules Section VI - Rules 
Governing the National Championship Regatta subsections 2.4 Courses and 2.5 Number of Races (See 
Appendix A of this memo). 

1. Should the course Rules be changed? 
2. Should there be better guidance to the Race Officiers? 

For the last 55 years a Shields National Champion has been defined as the winner of a regatta of 6 to 8 
planned races, minimum of 3 or 4 races completed, windward-leeward or triangle six-mile courses with 
a three-hour time limit over three days. In 2006 the Rule was revised to allow for the Race Committee, at 
its discretion, to shorten the race, provided that the course sailed is judged a "fair" test and will be at least 4 
nautical miles in length. Historically looking at available data in terms of number of races the following 
has occurred. There is no data as to actual length of the sailed races. 

Races for Regatta Years Percent of Known 
8 2 7% 
7 7 24% 
6 15 52% 
5 3 10% 
4 1 3% 
0 1 3% 

Unknown 26  
 

Appendices B (J70), C (Tartan Ten) and D (J24) are examples of what other class have done in terms of 
defining racing for a championship. 

Questions: 

1. Should the length of the course be defined in terms of time rather than length better 
accounting for low wind velocity? 

2. Is six miles too long in general? 
3. Should the three hour time limit be revised and include a time to first windward mark and an 

overall time? 
4. Should there be guidance as to the wind upper and lower velocity limits as to when racing 

should be abandoned? 
5. Should more than three races per day be allowed? 
6. Should three races completed constitute a Regatta? 
7. Should windward-leeward-triangles be included with windward-leeward allowed courses? 



APPENDIX A: Shields Class Sailing Association – Class Rules 

https://shieldsclass.com/bluebook/section6.php#s6-2.4 

Section VI - Rules Governing the National Championship Regatta 

 

  



 

APPENDIX B: International J70 Class Association – Regatta Regulations 

http://j70ica.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Race-Management-Policies-for-Major-Championships.pdf 

 

 

  



 

 

  



APPENDIX C: T-Ten (Tartan Ten) Class Association 

https://www.tten.com/s/t-10_nac_regs_2011c-w7bc.pdf 

 

 

  



Appendix D: International J24 Class Regatta Regulations 

http://www.j24class.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/J24-Regatta-Regulations-2019-EC-Approved.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 


